
Conservation Advisory Council  of the Town of Taghkanic 

Minutes of the Meeting of May 27, 2021  10:30 AM 

 

Attendees:  Larry Kadish, Anna Kadish, Joyce Thompson, Scott Marinoff, Doug Craig, Eve Kaplan, Tim 

Kennelty, Augie Queros, Tony LaSalvia, and via Zoom guest speakers Tara Dinadio and Kelsey West. 

 

We started the meeting discussing the Clean Energy Communities and the Climate Smart Communities 

projects with Tara and Kelsey leading us in discussing the role of the town and what is needed to be 

done to obtain these certifications.  For the Clean Energy Communities there are 13 possible actions of 

which 4 are needed to be completed for certification.  The town has previously performed 3 of these but 

we will have to redo the training for the Code Enforcement Officer and submit the Town’s Resolution, 

Approved Unified Solar Permit and Local Law amending the zoning code for Solar Energy Systems for the 

second and third actions and then execute a fourth.  We are hoping that action could be to bring a Level 

Three Charging Station to the Taghkanic business area along State Route 82.  There are grants available 

for this.  

For the Climate Smart Communities, we discussed the process of attaining the 120 points needed for the 

Bronze level certification. There are 12 Pledge Elements with associated actions to obtain the points 

needed.  The first thing the Town must do is appoint members to the Task Force. Along with that we will 

have to meet with Kelsey to determine what the Town has already done that could be applicable to this 

point system.  It was also pointed out that some of the work for the Clean Energy Communities project 

can apply to the Climate Smart Communities Project.   

 

In the next part of the meeting, we discussed the Town Draft Zoning Regulations.  Joyce brought with 

her several copies of the draft for CAC members to read and make comments on.  There will be a public 

hearing on this in the future.  Members were asked to read the code for ease of use, adequate 

definitions, reasonability of regulations and consistency (lack of conflicting regulations).  

 

We discussed a future walk in the Rheinstrom Hill Audubon Society Sanctuary in a few weeks.  Larry 

offered to contact David Decker of Audubon to see if he could lead this walk.   

Our next meeting will be in late June.   

 


